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Information about cabinet, including the names and contact details 
of the cabinet members, can be found here: 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251 

Date of decision 14 September 2017 

Report exemption class Open 

Reason for being a key 
decision 

This is a key decision because it is likely to result in the council 
incurring expenditure which is, or the making of savings which are, 
significant having regard to the council’s budget for the service or 
function concerned.  A threshold of £500,000 is regarded as 
significant. 
 
This is a key decision because it is likely to be significant having 
regard to: the strategic nature of the decision; and / or whether the 
outcome will have an impact, for better or worse, on the amenity of 
the community or quality of service provided by the authority to a 
significant number of people living or working in the locality (two or 
more wards) affected. 

A notice was served in accordance with Part 3 (Key decisions) of The Local Authorities (Executive 
Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012. 

General exception or special 
urgency (as defined in the 
constitution)  

No 

Purpose To agree the future management, use and operation of children 
centre buildings. 
 
The recommendations are based on making the most of buildings 
currently in the council’s ownership as a resource for children and 
families.  The proposals are based on the buildings being operated 
by other parties or operated by the authority where there is no 
obvious community delivery partner, supported by generating an 
earned income to contribute to costs. 
 
The recommendations take account of the recent consultation on 
children centre buildings, cabinet recommendations regarding 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251


 

customer services and libraries and the executive response to the 
recommendations of the health and social care overview and 
scrutiny committee on early years services. 

Decision That: 
(a) Greencroft, Broadlands and Ledbury children centre 

buildings be operated by the schools on site under 
agreements with each school to deliver 0-5 year services 
including hosting health and midwife clinics; 

(b) subject to provision being made in the 2018/19 capital 
programme and to reaching appropriate agreement with 
Ross Town Council, Ross children centre services be 
provided from Ross Library and the Old Chapel; 

(c) Kingstone children centre building operated by Kes 
Childcare for 0-5 year services based upon reaching 
appropriate agreement with Kes Childcare for lease of 
the land and building; 

(d) Coningsby children centre services in Leominster to be 
relocated to the under-utilised space at the council’s 
multi agency office (next door) and additional activity at 
Leominster library; 

(e) further to d) above, Honeybees nursery be granted a ten 
year lease at a rent of £16k per annum for use of 
Coningsby children centre; 

(f) subject to appropriate procurement and agreement of 
lease terms enable part of the ground floor of Widemarsh 
centre for child care services; and 

(g) the chief finance officer be authorised to take all 
operational decisions necessary in consultation with 
director children’s wellbeing to implement the above 
recommendations within approved budgets and in 
accordance with the council’s corporate property 
strategy. 

Reason for the decision As set out in the report.  Documents relating to this decision are 
available at 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50023168 

 

Options considered An alternative option is to retain the status quo.  This is not 
recommended as it does not reflect the changing model of service 
delivery, does not address the need for additional places in 
nurseries nor the pressures on schools for spaces, and misses the 
opportunity for efficiencies through shared use of sites. 
 
Another alternative option is to close the children centres – creating 
a full saving on the running cost of buildings compensated with an 
outreach model based on current revenue spend by children centre 
services.  This is not recommended as the buildings at the current 
time still have a role to play as places to support families and 



 

children.  It would also not support community, schools and nursery 
need. 
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